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gravelly soil. If the root does not
make a free growth, it turns to one
side, and a bunch of crooked long
carrots is less attractive than a bunch
of short stubby ones. Many soils have
a dense subsoil, and growers who have
tried these long varieties on such soils
have been disappointed. Most of the
carrots grown for market on the West
Coast are varieties of this group.
They require 85 to 95 days to mature.
For the small garden, the Nantes
type is probably the best suited, be-
cause it is a medium-long root that
has high quality and matures almost
as quickly as the earliest types. For
the farm or subsistence garden, where
carrots are also to be used for
chickens, rabbits, or other animals, a
larger type, such as the Hutchinson,
might be better, because it combines
high quality with ample yields and
can be eaten both by humans and by
animals. For strictly animal-feeding
purposes, some of the coarser varie-
ties will yield more per square foot.
There is a large, White Belgian
variety that has been grown for ani-
mal feed, but because vitamin-content
is associated with yellow coloring the
orange varieties are now more gen-
erally grown.

SOIL AND CLIMATIC REQUIREMENTS:
Carrots are a fairly hardy plant,
adaptable to both the warmer and
the cooler sections of the United
States. They will withstand light
freezes but not severe ones. They Eke
a sandy loam soil that is well limed
and sufficiently open for the taproot
to grow straight down without inter-
ference. The soil should be well sup-
plied with organic matter, preferably
well-rotted material or leaf mold. If
there is danger of the surface pack-
ing after a rains a covering of grass
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clippings or other finely chopped ma-
terial should be scattered over the
row. Usually a well-limed soil does
not require this special treatment. If
the soil is fertile, a single side-dress-
ing of liquid fertilizer will satisfy the
needs of the plants; otherwise two
side-dressings may be needed.

CULTURAL DIRECTIONS: Seed may be
sown in the spring as soon as the
ground can be worked and any time
thereafter up to the first of August.
If seed is sown in the cold of early
spring it will help a great deal to
plant the carrots on the south side of
a windbreak or to place a board on
edge along the row in a way that will
catch the direct heat of the sun
but prevent the west and north
winds from reaching and chilling
the ground. This will hasten germina-
tion, which may otherwise require
two weeks, and will shorten by ten
days the time required to mature the
carrots. Hot-weather plantings require
contrary precautions: the seed should
not be watered after sowing, so that
the surface of the soil will remain
rough and loose and act as a protec-
tion from the heat, otherwise the
seed may not germinate or, having
germinated, may burn off. Any finely-
divided material scattered over the
rows of seed will be added protection
against the sun. Gardeners need have
no fear that seeds planted in a dry
soil will not germinate. If the seed
bed has been prepared ahead of time
to give the soil a chance to pack and
if water or a transplanting solution
is poured directly on the seed before
it is covered with soil, the seed will
germinate quickly without water ap-
plication to the surface and will give
a good stand even in dry periods.
When the seedlings are up, they